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We are going to set aside modesty for a moment to point out that this isn’t just any collection of private 
liberal arts colleges; in fact, when we look at graduation rates of private colleges by state, ours is the 
highest in the Midwest — and fifth nationally. This is a strong group of institutions, one that knows 
how to ensure our students succeed in school — and life.

So for all of the 187 donors who made gifts in the most current fiscal year, you can be confident that you 
are sustaining strong institutions that are able to make a difference for our students, especially for the 
345 students who received Fund scholarships.

It was heartening to have many donors join presidents and other board members for a luncheon this 
fall where we could take a few minutes and celebrate what donor support achieves. It is remarkable to 
think of the $82 million donors have given to our institutions and students through the Fund over the 
years. Several students who receive scholarships joined us at the event, with a few of them sharing their 
personal stories in a compelling video. If you weren’t able to be with us, you will want to watch this 
short piece, which is available online at www.mnprivatecolleges.org/giving.

The number of our long-term donors continues to grow; nine stalwart supporters who have reached 
the 50-year mark in recent years were recognized at the luncheon; that group is described in more detail 
in this report. Whether you have been with us for generations or just a year, know that your gifts are 
strategic investments in students who are going to shape the future of our state. We are so grateful for all 
that our donors are able to do to support our students.

Sincerely,

MaryAnn Baenninger	 Paul Cerkvenik
President, College of Saint Benedict	 President, Minnesota Private College Council, 
Chair, Minnesota Private College Council, 	 Fund and Research Foundation
Fund and Research Foundation

Dear Friends:



Augsburg College
Minneapolis
www.augsburg.edu

Bethany Lutheran College
Mankato
www.blc.edu

Bethel University
St. Paul
www.bethel.edu

Carleton College
Northfield
www.carleton.edu

College of Saint Benedict
St. Joseph
www.csbsju.edu

The College of St. Scholastica
Duluth
www.css.edu

Concordia College 
Moorhead
www.concordiacollege.edu

Concordia University
St. Paul
www.csp.edu

Gustavus Adolphus College
St. Peter
www.gustavus.edu

Hamline University
St. Paul
www.hamline.edu

Macalester College
St. Paul
www.macalester.edu

Minneapolis College  
of Art and Design
Minneapolis
www.mcad.edu

Member Colleges

Saint John’s University
Collegeville
www.csbsju.edu

Saint Mary’s University  
of Minnesota
Winona
www.smumn.edu

St. Catherine University
St. Paul
www.stkate.edu

St. Olaf College
Northfield
www.stolaf.edu

University of St. Thomas
St. Paul
www.stthomas.edu
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Scholarship Recipient

Jessica Juncewski
Bethel University ’15
Major: Accounting and Finance 
Meslow First Generation Scholarship recipient

For Jessica Juncewski, it was her early experiences on 
her family’s dairy farm that inspired her passion for 
crunching numbers. When she was little, her dad often 
had her walk around the barn and count the calves.  
“If one was missing, it meant that calf was lost. But it 
was also a way for me to learn my numbers,” she said.

Now, Juncewski is a first-year student at Bethel 
University and using her love of math to major in 
accounting and finance. She is also considering using 
her degree to teach high school math one day. Along 
with her sister (she is the youngest of three daughters), 
she’s the first generation in her family to attend college. 
One reason she chose to attend Bethel is because 
it is far enough away from her central Minnesota 
hometown of Dassel to feel that she is off on her own. 
At the same time, she likes that it also feels like home, 
because it is God-centered, secluded and has plenty 
of wildlife to watch. She said she also knew attending 
Bethel would allow her to have one-on-one experiences 
with her professors.

But Juncewski, who works six hours a week as a janitor 
for her work-study job, wouldn’t have been able to 
attend Bethel without the aid of scholarships. “Having 
the Meslow First Generation Scholarship helps because 
I can be more involved in college activities without 
worrying about how to pay for the classes I’m currently 
taking,” she said.

Though this is her first semester at college, Juncewski 
already has plans to get involved in volunteering 
projects while at Bethel. And as a part of her ongoing 
involvement in the National FFA Organization 
(also called Future Farmers of America) she’ll be 
running for state office with the group this year, at the 
encouragement of her high school agriculture teacher. 
“This was the same teacher who pushed me, more than 
anyone else, to live out my dreams and go to college — 
and now I’m doing it,” she said.



Pursuing excellence

All of our institutions are focused on excellence in 
undergraduate teaching and learning. Families know 
they can rely on our colleges and universities to provide 
the personal attention to their students that will help 
them succeed. The result is that Minnesota’s Private 
Colleges have the highest graduation rate in the 
state, with 64 percent of our undergraduates earning 
degrees in four years. Nationally, the graduation rate of 
Minnesota’s nonprofit colleges ranks fifth.

Providing access

Our institutions also ensure that their students 
reflect the diversity of our state; all are committed to 
helping Minnesota youth overcome barriers to higher 
education. Financial aid is one key tool. They award 
more than $374 million in institutional grants and 
scholarships. 

•	 About one out of four students at our institutions 
come from families earning less than $50,000 
per year — about the same proportion as at the 
University of Minnesota.

•	 Ninety-two percent of students at our private 
colleges receive financial aid that does not have to be 
paid back.

•	 Twenty percent of our students are “first-generation,” 
meaning that neither of their parents completed 
college.

Key Facts: Minnesota’s Private Colleges

While diverse in many ways, our 17 member institutions are 

bound together by some core commitments.

Impacting Minnesota

Minnesota’s Private Colleges are providing a solid 
return and a strong impact. For example, the state of 
Minnesota spends only three percent of its higher 
education budget on students at these colleges through 
need-based student aid, yet our colleges are graduating 
about one-third of Minnesota’s total baccalaureate 
earners. 

We attract thousands of international students and 
students from other states to come study here. And 
then when our students graduate, about two-thirds 
of them decide to stay in Minnesota, regardless of 
their home state, adding to the quality of the state’s 
workforce and tax base.



O4  |  O5

Scholarship Recipient

Jeenah Archambault
College of Saint Benedict ’11 (December)
Major: Psychology
Tennant Company Diversity Scholarship recipient

Jeenah Archambault was looking for a little piece of 
her northern Minnesota hometown of Crosby in the 
colleges she visited — and she found it at the College 
of Saint Benedict. “It had the small town feeling and 
promoted a real sense of community, which I like.”  
The fact that it fostered Benedictine values and offered 
an “awesome” education were also key factors, she said. 

Since her arrival at Saint Ben’s three years ago, she’s 
taken full advantage of the community. Her life 
has been a balancing act; in any given week she 
might be in class, doing homework, participating in 
extracurriculars, working or volunteering. “Since I’ve 
been here, I’ve been pushed and challenged to step 
outside my comfort zone — and I’ve learned a lot both 
inside and outside of the classroom.”

On the academic side, Archambault has had the 
chance to participate in psychology research with 
her professors during several semesters; she’s also the 
president of the Psychology Club. She plays intramural 
volleyball for fun and has a work-study job at the Saint 
John’s University dining hall.

She noted that one reason she’s been able to take 
full advantage of opportunities at Saint Ben’s is 
her scholarships, including the Tennant Company 
Diversity Scholarship. “It’s allowed me to step out into 
the community to help others.”

Currently, she volunteers for Youth for Christ, an 
organization that pairs youth with adult mentors. 
She’s also taken several courses with a service learning 
component. In one class, she helped run a mental 
health awareness campaign on campus; for another, she 
had a study buddy at St. Joseph Lab School.

After graduation, she will continue her search for 
community by teaching English in Korea, the 
country where she was born before being adopted 
by Minnesotans. But she’s confident that Saint Bens’ 
influence won’t be forgotten. “The traditions and values 
here are ever-present — and that sticks with you even 
after you graduate.”



One more organization reached the 50-year threshold 
in 2011:

Groves Foundation — Franklin and Carolyn 
Groves established Groves Foundation to generate 
income for various arts, education and health facilities 
in the Minneapolis area. Groves Foundation regularly 
ranks among the Fund’s top 20 donors each year. The 
foundation’s first gift to the Fund was in 1957; since 
then it has contributed more than $196,000.

50-Year Donors

Many donors support private higher education as an ongoing 

commitment. Over generations, they remain steadfast 

supporters, whom we are grateful to have as allies. For a 

growing number of our donors, that commitment has endured 

for 50 years. 

Generations of students have been helped by the 
generosity of Groves Foundation, and others who have 
met this milestone. The other donors who have been 
with us for more than 50 years are:

Xcel Energy Foundation	 59 years
North Shore Bank of Commerce	 56 years
Otter Tail Corporation	 56 years
BNSF Foundation	 55 years
W.P. & R.S. Mars Co.	 55 years
Merchants Bank	 54 years
Oneida Realty Company	 54 years
Winona National Bank	 53 years
Faegre & Benson Foundation	 52 years
Federated Insurance Companies	 52 years
Goodin Company	 52 years
Tennant Foundation	 52 years
The Graco Foundation	 51 years
Horton Inc.	 51 years
Smyth Companies	 51 years
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Scholarship Recipient

Ben Yawakie
Augsburg College ’14 
Majors: Biology and Chemistry 
Galileo Scholarship recipient

Ben Yawakie can sum up his choice to transfer to 
Augsburg College in a single word. “The most crucial 
element for me in picking Augsburg was the diversity,” 
he said. He appreciated not only the large number of 
multicultural student organizations, but how open all 
of the groups were to everyone who was interested in 
getting involved. Since transferring this fall, Yawakie 
has joined Augsburg’s chapter of the American 
Indigenous Student Association (AISA). The group 
helps bring elements of Native culture to campus and 
the larger community, including their annual powwow, 
which people from across Minnesota attend, he said. 

Since Yawakie is from Brooklyn Park, being a part of 
the local Native American community in Minneapolis 
is important to him, he said. He’s already begun 
tutoring South High School students who live in the 
nearby Little Earth community and surrounding areas 
in south Minneapolis. He also volunteers through 
AISA as well as MIGIZI, a program for Native 
American youth that he found through Augsburg’s 
volunteer services. 

Yawakie’s ultimate career goal is also related to helping 
the Native American community; he wants to become 
a pediatrician or a family practice doctor and work on 
his parents’ home reservations. Because the University 
of Minnesota-Duluth Medical School’s mission 
statement relates to serving rural populations, including 
those living on reservations, he would like to continue 
his education there.

Right now, he’s working toward his dream of being 
a doctor by participating in biology research with 
his professors; he’s also planning on shadowing an 
emergency room doctor in the upcoming semester. He 
noted that he wouldn’t be able to do either of these 
activities if he didn’t have scholarships. 

“If I hadn’t received the Galileo Scholarship, I wouldn’t 
have been able to engage with my professors nearly 
as much, because I would have been working — a 
lot. Instead I’m able to focus on school and attain 
my diploma in a reasonable amount of time,” he said. 
“Scholarships affect not only the student but their 
entire family and community.”



Business leaders created the Minnesota Private College Fund 

in 1951. They were seeking a way to assist private colleges 

and support student access to a high-quality education. Since 

its inception 60 years ago, the Fund has raised more than $82 

million. Every dollar raised goes directly to member institutions 

and their students, augmenting the funds that the colleges are 

able to raise.

About the Fund

Pooled scholarships are a tool that many donors use 
to address emerging scholarship needs. Sponsored by a 
collection of donors who contribute at varying levels, 
these scholarships are awarded directly through campus 
financial aid offices. The options include:
•	 Access & Equity Pooled Scholarship — for 

students of color, new Americans and first- 
generation students;

•	 Galileo Pooled Scholarship — for students 
studying the STEM disciplines of science, 
technology, engineering or mathematics; and

•	 Minnesota Scholars Fund Scholarship — for 
students from Minnesota.

Named scholarships are another option. Donors 
interested in establishing a named scholarship make a 
minimum annual contribution of $17,000, with awards 
then being made to students at all of our member 
institutions.

The Fund raises money for two purposes:

•	 General operating support pays for books, lab 
equipment, computers, utilities, maintenance and 
other core needs.

•	 Need-based scholarships help students from 
low- and middle-income families afford a quality 
college education. 
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Scholarship Recipient

Bryant Ortega
University of St. Thomas ’13
Majors: Business Legal Studies and Catholic Studies
Phillips scholar (The Jay and Rose Phillips Family Foundation of Minnesota)

While many students can say that attending college has 
been a journey, University of St. Thomas junior Bryant 
Ortega can do so on a very literal level. Ortega, who is 
from California, discovered St. Thomas while travelling 
as part of a post-high school year of ministry work. 
Since then, he hasn’t stopped moving — and by the 
time he graduates next year, he will also have studied 
abroad not once, but twice.

Ortega said he “fell in love” with St. Thomas because 
he had been looking for a “strong, vibrant Catholic 
community,” but he also emphasizes that he was equally 
impressed with the business school. He believes that his 
combination of majors will bring him closer to his goal 
of being a successful businessman who runs an ethical 
company and gives back to the community.

When Ortega is not studying or in class, he might be 
playing men’s club volleyball for the St. Thomas team. 
On Sundays, he teaches catechism at St. Stephen’s 
Church in south Minneapolis. The parish is located 
in a Latino community that reminds him of his 
neighborhood in California, he said. He also works 25 
hours a week as a shift leader at a local coffee shop; he 
uses the money for tuition and to fund his study abroad 
experiences. In addition to his semester in London in 
2010, he will spend a semester in Rome during 2012.

Ortega said his full college life wouldn’t be possible 
without scholarships. “Every dollar donated is an extra 
minute I have to be a normal student living the college 
dream — fully grasping knowledge and living out my 
hopes and dreams.”

A video highlighting the stories shared by the  
students profiled in this Donor Report is available at  
www.mnprivatecolleges.org/giving.



Minnesota’s Private Colleges are the grateful beneficiaries of 

the generosity of 187 donors whose commitments to the Fund 

in fiscal year 2011 totaled $900,035. This was distributed to the 

member institutions as designated by donors, in the form of 

more than $180,000 in operating support and more than 340 

student scholarships.

Fiscal Year 2011 Report

In spite of a challenging economic environment it is 
especially encouraging to note that 15 lapsed donors 
resumed giving to the Fund, seven new donors made 
gifts and 37 others were able to provide increases over 
their previous gifts.

In 2011 we also saw $464,434 pledged for donations 
in future years. Three key donors have pledged ongoing 

scholarship support — The Medtronic Foundation, 
John & Karen Meslow (for the Meslow First 
Generation Scholarship) and The Jay & Rose Phillips 
Family Foundation. In addition, the Helen Harrington 
Charitable Trust continues to provide the Fund’s largest 
gift of unrestricted operating dollars each year. 

“Donors to the Fund are partners in educating a new 

generation of students who will be uniquely prepared to 

enter the workforce and contribute the new ideas, energy and 

innovation that our state requires.”

—	 Russ Michaletz
	 Partner, Deloitte Tax LLP
	 Chair, Funding Committee, Minnesota Private College Council, Fund  
	 and Research Foundation Board of Directors
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Fund Supporter

Alex Cirillo, Jr.
Retired, vice president, 3M
Former board member, Minnesota Private College Council, Fund and Research Foundation

The purpose of all education, and particularly of a 
private college education, is to prepare the “load-
bearing” members of society, said Alex Cirillo, Jr.,  
when he spoke on Oct. 26 at an event thanking  
the Fund’s donors. College presidents, other members 
of the Council’s board, and eight students who  
receive scholarships through the Fund joined donors  
at the event.

Cirillo described a visit made to St. Olaf College a few 
years ago. He had met with some undergraduates  
doing geology research and as a former vice president  
of research at 3M, admits to putting the students 
through their paces. “I left the lab inspired; they 
were obviously charged up by the experience. They 
were doing first-class research and they were eager 
and capable of sharing it at a high level. That type of 
experience has been repeated every time I have set foot 
into one of these institutions.”

In preparing his comments, Cirillo polled private 
college presidents and the stories he heard confirmed 
his belief that our colleges not only provide an 
academic foundation but prepare students for success  

in other ways. Having opportunities to serve others, 
teach, lead and act out one’s values are important 
as well, he said. “The students and faculty from our 
institutions are experiencing both sides of the equation: 
access to knowledge and to wisdom.” 

The true test of a formal education, he noted, is whether 
or not both the individual and the greater community 
find some benefit from it. “In a world of co-opetition, 
where we cooperate and compete with our neighbors, 
all of us are players in the success or failure of our 
communities and it’s clear that we are global.”

“As a former board member and as a fan and supporter 
of these schools and this organization, I applaud you 
all for your involvement in educating our kids,” he said. 
“May they make the world a better place.”

An article about the Oct. 26, 2011 donor recognition  
event that includes a link to Alex Cirillo’s speech is available 
at www.mnprivatecolleges.org/investment. It includes  
trivia about our colleges and their presidents.



Donors in this group have provided this campaign year’s largest 

gifts. We appreciate their leadership.

Donors of Distinction

The Buuck Family 
Foundation

Emerson Process 
Management

Rosemount Inc.

Helen Harrington 
Charitable Trust

John & Karen Meslow 
First Generation Scholarship

Wenger 
Foundation



Elite Circle 
($200,000 and up)
The Medtronic Foundation	 47

Leadership Circle
($100,000 – $199,999)
The Jay and Rose Phillips Family 	 44 

Foundation of Minnesota

Founder’s Circle 
($75,000 – $99,999)
Wells Fargo Foundation 	 31 

Minnesota
Xcel Energy Foundation	 59

Board’s Circle
($50,000 – $74,999)
John & Karen Meslow	 13

President’s Circle
($25,000 – $49,999)
The Graco Foundation	 51
Helen Harrington 	 33 
Charitable Trust

The UPS Foundation	 34

Scholar’s Circle
($15,000 – $24,999)
Buuck Family Foundation	 12
Emerson Process Management —

Rosemount Inc.	 47
B. C. Gamble and P. W. Skogmo 	 38 

Fund, a fund of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Securian Foundation, supported 	 48 
by Securian Financial Group 
and its affiliates, Minnesota Life, 
Advantus Capital Management 
and Securian Trust

Tennant Foundation — 	 52 
Tennant Company Diversity 
Scholarship funded by  
The Tennant Foundation

Wenger Foundation	 46

Benefactor
($10,000 – $14,999)
BNSF Foundation	 55
Faegre & Benson Foundation	 52
Groves Foundation	 50
Hardenbergh Foundation	 27
The Pentair Foundation	 39

Patron
($5,000 – $9,999)
Council of Independent 	 17 

Colleges — Foundation for 
Independent Higher Education

Dellwood Foundation, Inc.	 38
Horton Inc.	 51
Marvin Windows & Doors	 22
Rhude and Fryberger	 20
Margaret Rivers Fund	 22
Springsted Incorporated	 27
Taylor Corporation	 28
Thomson Reuters	 24

Provost
($3,000 – $4,999)
Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, LLP	 36
Federated Insurance Companies	 52
National Checking Company	 44
Otter Tail Corporation	 56
Mary Lynn & Warren Staley	 13

Dean
($1,000 – $2,999)
Anonymous Donor	 35
Anonymous Donor	 7
Dave & Muriel Arnold Family 	 29 

Fund of the Winona Community 
Foundation

Array Services Group	 25
Bailey Nurseries Foundation	 25
Oscar J. Boldt Construction —	 9 

Rochester & Cloquet, MN
Busch Agricultural Resources, Inc./	 14 

Moorhead Malt Plant
Paul Cerkvenik & 	 13 

Kathleen Murray
Coborn’s, Incorporated	 25
David & Kitty Crosby	 22
Deloitte	 34
Paul Erdahl	 4
Janet O. Estep	 6
Joe Graba	 2
Gray Plant Mooty Foundation	 11
Griffiths Foundation	 23
Hardwick Day	 18
Frank Harris	 23

Donors

Thank you to all of our donors. Added together, your 

generosity has a tremendous impact on our colleges and 

students.

Recognizing gifts received July ’10 to June ’11Years 
of Giving
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Holy Land Bakery & Deli	 3
Mark Kronholm	 3
Kuhrmeyer Family Foundation	 17 

of The Saint Paul Foundation
David B. & Joanne Laird, Jr.	 23
Douglas H. Lewis, Chairman — 	 56 

North Shore Bank  
of Commerce

Dick & Peg Lidstad	 14
Bill Lurton	 12
W.P. & R.S. Mars Co. — 	 55 

Robert S. Mars III
Merchants Bank	 54
Russ & Jan Michaletz	 4
Laurie B. Nordquist	 2
Oneida Realty Company	 54
Premier Banks	 19
RTP Company	 20
Brian & Nancy Siska Family Fund 	 8 

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Slaggie Family Foundation	 9
Slumberland Inc.	 23
Edward & Jenny Wahl	 7
Whitney Foundation	 43
Winona Heating & Ventilating Co	 43
Winona National Bank	 53
Wolters Kluwer Financial	 22
	 Services

Professor
($750 – $999)
MaryAnn Baenninger	 7
Haldeman-Homme, Inc./	 43 

Anderson Ladd

Nuss Family/Mack Trucks of 	 21 
Rochester Donor Advised Fund  
of the Rochester Area Foundation

Graduate
($500 – $749)
Dan & Kathy Bruss	 9
Central Research Laboratories	 46
Coca-Cola Bottling Co. 	 18 

of Winona
Gold’n Plump Poultry	 30
Goodin Company	 52
James B. Green	 1
Mathew Hall Lumber	 49
Hiawatha Broadband 	 10 

Communications, Inc.
Himle Horner Inc.	 19
The Hubbard Broadcasting 	 49 

Foundation
McGough Foundation	 20
MINCO Products, Inc.	 27
Modern Ready Mix	 35
Northern Lights Combined 	 6 

Federal Campaign
Philipps Bus Service	 29
Plaza Park Bank	 45
Republic Bank	 9
Kennon V. Rothchild	 5
St. Paul Linoleum & Carpet	 26
Sexton Printing, Inc.	 23
Smith Foundry Company	 33
David M. Sparby	 2
The State Bank of Faribault	 44
The Thro Company	 28

Valley Sales, Inc.	 20
WinCraft Inc.	 41

Baccalaureate
($250 – $499)
Anonymous Donor	 25
James H. Barnes III	 3
Boelter Industries, Inc.	 24
Catholic United Financial	 15
Dr. Paul J. Dovre	 2
Jim & Anne Eidsvold — 	 15 

Henry’s Foods, Inc.
General Mills Foundation	 42
Goodson Manufacturing Co.	 14
Larry Goodwin	 11
Linda N. & J. Laird Hanson	 6
Hiatt Manufacturing Inc.	 13
Kent & Judy Hodder	 6
Helen and Eldon Jones Family 	 20 

Foundation of the Minnesota 
Community Foundation

Larson Chevrolet, Inc.	 20
LHB, Inc.	 13
Robert & Sharon Mattison	 7
McDowall Company	 25
Wm. Miller Scrap Iron & Metal Co.	16
May & Vern Nordling	 26
Jack & Kris Ohle	 3
Paul C. Pribbenow	 5
Reasor Family Foundation	 10
Brian Rosenberg	 8
Beth Schnell	 2
Schwab Company	 35
David & Lori Swanson	 2

Years 
of Giving



Thomas R. Thibodeau — 	 11 
Thibodeau, Johnson, &  
Feriancek, PLLP

Thorne’s Refrigeration	 25
Ralph and Loanne Thrane Family	 10 

Foundation
U.S. Bancorp Foundation	 35
W & C Printing Company, Inc.	 35

Associate	
(Gifts up to $249)
Anonymous Donor	 11
4J2R1C Limited Partnership	 19
Clyde & Lois Allen	 11
Altura State Bank	 27
Karen L. Angell	 4
Richard Bitzan — 	 11 

D.J. Bitzan Jewelers
Blandin Foundation	 32
Marjorie Boening	 33
Cobb Strecker Dunphy & 	 28 

Zimmermann, Inc.
Andrew Currie	 19
William J. Doerer	 35
Molly Doran	 7
Kent & Katherine Eklund	 7
Essentia Health —	 8 

Essentia Health St. Mary’s  
Medical Center, 
Essentia Health Duluth Clinic, 
Essentia Health St. Mary’s  
Hospital of Superior, &  
Essentia Health Duluth

Matthew A. Everett	 5
William L. Foussard	 28
Donald Garretson	 14
Dr. Stanley M. & 	 20 

Luella G. Goldberg
Granite City Tool Co. — 	 46 

W.E. Sanvik & Constance Sanvik
Raymond A. Haik	 4
Happy Chef Systems	 17
Mr. & Mrs. Charles R. Haugh	 18
Robert Holst	 11
IHM Sisters	 4
Sundraya & Jeffrey Kase	 6
Joanne Kendall	 4
Rev. Robert Koopmann, OSB	 2
David Kuefler	 10
Letnes Restaurant Group	 15
M&I Marshall & Ilsley Bank – 	 7 

Duluth
Joanne M. Meehan	 1
Gita Mehrotra	 1
Frank G. Mertes	 22
Loma Meyer	 2
Minnesota Produce, Inc.	 14
Mississippi Welders Supply Co., Inc.	36
James & Mary Ann Mongé	 19
Tom & Janet Nelson	 15
Dr. Manley Olson	 1
Rand Park	 1
PleasureLand RV Center, Inc.	 25
Steven Poskanzer	 1
Saint Mary’s University of 	 3 

Minnesota

Security State Bank – Fergus Falls	 18
Severson Oil Co.	 23
Smyth Companies, Inc.	 51
State Bank of Delano	 35
Stearnswood, Inc.	 20
Bruce & Kaye Stender	 8
Robert Vanasek	 3
Thomas B. Wheeler, 	 21 

Wheeler Associates
Winona Agency, Inc.	 49
Linda L. Zechmann	 7

Gifts-In-Kind
Thomson Reuters	 24

Tribute Gifts
Molly Doran 

in honor of Amy Crawford
Molly Doran 

in honor of Eddie Phillips
David B. & Joanne Laird, Jr. 

in honor of Eddie Phillips’ service 
and values

Gita Mehrotra 
in honor of Dr. Chandra Mehrotra

Reasor Family Foundation 
in honor of Sophie Kaner
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Years 
of Giving



Paul C. Pribbenow
	 Augsburg College
Dan R. Bruss
	 Bethany Lutheran College
Jay Barnes
	 Bethel University
Steven G. Poskanzer 
	 Carleton College
MaryAnn Baenninger
	 College of Saint Benedict
Larry Goodwin
	 The College of St. Scholastica

Paul Cerkvenik
	 Minnesota Private College 

Council, Fund and Research 
Foundation

Paul Erdahl
Janet O. Estep *
	 NACHA, The Electronic 

Payments Association
Joe Graba
	 Education|Evolving
James Green
	 Kemps LLC 
Louis S. Johnson, II

Eric Jolly *
	 Science Museum of Minnesota 
Robert M. Mattison
	 Retired, Graco Inc.
Russell Michaletz
	 Deloitte Tax LLP
Tim Morin
Laurie Nordquist
	 Wells Fargo
Beth Sparboe Schnell
	 Sparboe Companies
Nancy Siska *
	 Lusia LLC

Board of Directors

2010/2011

William J. Craft
	 Concordia College
Thomas K. Ries
	 Concordia University, St. Paul
Jack R. Ohle
	 Gustavus Adolphus College
Linda N. Hanson
	 Hamline University
Brian Rosenberg
	 Macalester College
Jay Coogan
	 Minneapolis College  

of Art and Design

Reverend Robert Koopmann, OSB
	 Saint John’s University
Brother William Mann, FSC
	 Saint Mary’s University  

of Minnesota
Sister Andrea J. Lee, IHM
	 St. Catherine University
David R. Anderson
	 St. Olaf College
Reverend Dennis Dease
	 University of St. Thomas

David Sparby
	 Xcel Energy
David Swanson
	 US Bank
Jean Taylor
	 Performance Unlimited
Loanne Thrane
Robert Vanasek
	 Robert Vanasek & Associates
Edward T. Wahl
	 Faegre & Benson LLP 

College Presidents

Business and Community members

*Board members whose terms ended as of June 30, 2011





Minnesota Private CollegE fund

Bremer Tower

445 Minnesota Street, Suite 500

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 

Phone:	 651.228.9061

Toll-free:	 888.PRI.FUND

Fund@mnprivatecolleges.org 

www.mnprivatecolleges.org


