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Total enrollment — undergraduate and graduate — Fall 2008 = 59,095

			   Undergraduate	G raduate

Augsburg College	 3,106	 842
Bethany Lutheran College	 615	 –
Bethel University	 3,394	 943
Carleton College 	 1,975	 –
College of Saint Benedict	 2,110	 –
College of St. Catherine	 3,727	 1,474
College of St. Scholastica	 2,769	 824
Concordia College, Moorhead	 2,810	 13
Concordia University, Saint Paul	 1,691	 953
Gustavus Adolphus College	 2,593	 –
Hamline University	 2,053	 2,821
Macalester College	 1,900	 –
Minneapolis College of Art and Design	 709	 63
Saint John’s University	 1,938	 125
Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota	 2,067	 3,544
St. Olaf College	 3,073	 –
University of St. Thomas	 6,164	 4,799
Total			  42,694	 16,401

More than 59,000 Students



•	 Our institutions award about one-third of all baccalaureate degrees in Minnesota, 
with 9,140 bachelor’s degrees awarded in 2007-2008.

•	 Our institutions award 22 percent of all graduate degrees in Minnesota, with  
5,023 graduate degrees/certificates awarded in 2007-2008.

•	 For more information on our share of bachelor’s and graduate degree recipients, 
visit www.mnprivatecolleges.org/research/facts/degrees.php

•	 When looking at the science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) 
disciplines, our institutions award 28 percent of bachelor’s degrees and 26 percent 
of master’s degrees in the state.

•	 Minnesota’s Private Colleges produce 38 percent of all health profession 
bachelor’s degrees.

Degrees Granted

•	 Minnesota’s Private Colleges add more than $1.2 billion annually to Minnesota’s 
economy through direct operating and capital expenditures.

•	 We employ 12,300 faculty and staff and 12,500 student workers.

•	 Seventy-three percent of our most recent graduates, regardless of their home 
state, stay in Minnesota, adding to the quality of the state’s workforce and tax 
base.

•	 Three out of four private college and university graduates go immediately into  
full-time employment, many for leading Minnesota companies.

Economic Benefits

•	 In one year, more than 9,000 students completed 167,000 hours of community 
service. About one-fourth of student community service hours were to K-12 
organizations.

•	 More than 1,400 high school students and more than 9,000 community residents 
participated in college-sponsored educational programs. These programs 
represent more than $6 million of investment in the education of our local 
communities.

•	 All of our institutions are committed to helping Minnesota youth overcome barriers 
to higher education. Six of our schools serve more than 3,000 students striving 
for academic success in federally funded TRiO programs — receiving $3 million 
in TRiO and Gear-Up funding. Other efforts include teacher preparation programs 
and K-12 partnerships. 

For more information on other efforts targeting low-income Minnesotans, visit 
www.mnprivatecolleges.org/community

Community Benefits



•	 Minnesota’s Private Colleges enroll 19 percent of Minnesota college students.
–	 We teach one of every four students (29 percent) enrolled at a four-year 

institution.
–	 We enroll 16,401 graduate students —18 percent of the state’s total.

•	 Seven of our colleges and universities offer non-traditional weekend, evening and 
online programs to meet the changing needs of all types of learners.
–	 More than 3,100 students are enrolled in non-traditional undergraduate 

programs at our colleges.

•	 Three-fourths of students enrolling at Minnesota’s Private Colleges are Minnesota 
residents.
–	 More than 13,000 students from other states and nations enroll at our colleges 

and universities.
–	 We attract more international students and more students from other states 
than either MnSCU’s four-year schools or the University of Minnesota.

•	 Twenty-eight percent of student enrollments at Minnesota’s Private Colleges are 
in graduate level programs, primarily in master’s and first-professional degree 
programs.
–	 Our colleges offer 146 graduate education programs in areas such as health care 
and nursing, education, law, psychology, business and fine arts.

Students

•	 More than 14 percent of first-year students come from 
under-represented groups, exceeding Minnesota’s 
overall racial and ethnic demographics.

•	 More than 6,500 students of color, excluding 
international students, enroll at Minnesota’s Private 
Colleges.

•	 Our institutions also have the highest graduation rates 
in the state among students of color with 51 percent 
graduating within four years and 64 percent graduating 
within six years.

bachelor’s degrees awarded 
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Diversity

Our diversity is 
growing: Enrollment 
of undergraduates 
of color grew more 
than 80 percent over 
ten years, while 
White non-Hispanic 
enrollment grew less 
than 7 percent.



•	 Our focus is on excellence in undergraduate teaching and learning.
–	 Courses are taught by highly qualified faculty — 84 percent of full-time faculty 

members hold doctorates or other terminal degrees in their field.
–	 We have one professor for every 13 students.
–	 Fifty-eight percent of classes have less than 20 students.

•	 Sixty-five percent of our bachelor’s degree seeking students graduate within four 
years and 74 percent graduate within six years. These are the best rates in the state.

•	 Our students receive national and international recognition. Recent awards from 
the last five years include:
–	 Two Nobel Prize Winners
–	 Seven Rhodes Scholars
–	 Two Truman Scholars
–	 24 Goldwater Scholars
–	 12 Watson Fellows
–	 74 Fulbright Student Scholars

•	 Sixty-five National Science Foundation research awards are active at our 
institutions, generating $16.3 million in research support.

•	 One-fifth of our alumni pursue graduate-level education immediately upon earning 
their bachelor’s degrees.
–	 Of individuals from Minnesota institutions going on to earn a doctorate, 51 

percent earned their baccalaureate degrees from one of Minnesota’s Private 
Colleges.

•	 Seventy-eight percent of alumni say their private college professors challenged  
them and personally helped them meet the challenge — compared to 39 percent of 
public institution alumni.

•	 In addition to outstanding curriculum, students gain life experiences and workforce 
preparation through off-campus study, faculty-directed research and internships. 
For example, 89 percent of our graduates participate in an interactive educational 
experience.

•	 Ninety-seven percent of our graduates believe the amount they or their families 
paid for college was “worth it.”

Excellence

Graduation Rates of Minnesota Institutions
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•	 More than 44 percent of private college students come from families with incomes 
below $70,000 — about the same proportion as at the University of Minnesota.
–	 Minnesota’s Private Colleges enroll a higher percentage of low-income 

Pell Grant recipients as a share of all undergraduates than the University of 
Minnesota.

•	 Tuition and fees for 2008-09 average $28,137, with 94 percent of students 
receiving financial aid.
–	 Thanks to financial aid, the average amount that families actually pay for tuition 

is considerably less than the posted price — about half.

•	 Our institutions award more than $288 million in institutional grants and 
scholarships, plus an additional $15 million in private grants and scholarships.
–	 Eighty-eight percent of our undergraduates receive grants and scholarships that 
do not have to be paid back.

Access

Global Reach

•	 Over 1,700 international students study at our colleges and universities, including 
59 percent of the state’s total among full-time freshmen.

•	 All of our member colleges are committed to international experiences.
–	 More than 4,600 students from our 17 schools studied abroad last year — that’s 
nearly three of every five Minnesota college students who go abroad.

–	 Eight member institutions rank nationally for study abroad participation.

•	 Our membership is expanding a new partnership with the first liberal arts college 
to be sanctioned in China in the past 60 years.
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Minnesota Impact

•	 We save taxpayers an estimated $300 million each year in institutional subsidies 
which would otherwise be required to enroll an equivalent number of students in 
public colleges and universities.

•	 Alumni from our schools who were recipients of need-based state aid achieve 
similar income and employment levels as their peers one year following 
graduation.

•	 Our students benefit from a small share — two percent — of public spending  
on higher education…

	 …Yet they make up a sizeable share of the state’s new graduates — 30 percent of 
Minnesota bachelor’s degrees.

STATE SPENDING FOR HIGHER EDUCATION
FISCAL YEAR 2007– 08 ($1.5 BILLION)
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Board of Directors 2008/09

Paul C. Pribbenow 
Augsburg College

Dr. Dan Bruss
Bethany Lutheran College

Dr. Jay Barnes
Bethel University

Dr. Robert A. Oden, Jr.
Carleton College

MaryAnn Baenninger, Ph.D.
College of Saint Benedict

Andrea J. Lee, IHM, Ph.D.
College of St. Catherine

Dr. Larry Goodwin
College of St. Scholastica

Dr. Pamela Jolicoeur
Concordia College

Dr. Robert Holst
Concordia University

Dr. Jack Ohle
Gustavus Adolphus College

Dr. Linda N. Hanson
Hamline University

Dr. Brian Rosenberg
Macalester College

Michael O’Keefe
Minneapolis College  

of Art and Design

Dan Whalen, 
Interim President
Saint John’s University

Br. William Mann, FSC
Saint Mary’s University  

of Minnesota

Dr. David R. Anderson
St. Olaf College

Rev. Dennis Dease
University of St. Thomas

College Presidents

Michael Baden
Wells Fargo

Paul Cerkvenik
Trenti Law Firm

Mark Chronister
Bloomington, MN

Alex C. Cirillo, Jr.
3M

John P. Clifford, Jr.
The Travelers Companies, Inc.

Paul Erdahl
Medtronic, Inc.

Janet O. Estep
NACHA

Lyle Fahning
Technical Services for Electronics, Inc.

Dr. Eric Jolly
Science Museum of Minnesota

David Knopick
St. Stephen State Bank

Dr. Steven Koop
Gillette Children’s  

Specialty Healthcare

David B. Laird, Jr.
Minnesota Private College Council,  

Fund and Research Foundation

Chris Mahai
Aveus

Robert Mattison
Retired, Graco Inc.

Russell Michaletz
Deloitte Tax LLP

Daniel Miller
Excorp Medical Incorporated

Tim Morin
Four51 Inc.

Lynn Newman
Bloomington, MN

Heidi Schneider
Golden Valley, MN

Nancy Siska
Cargill, Inc.

Jean Taylor
Taylor Corporation

Robert Vanasek
Robert Vanasek and Associates

Edward T. Wahl
Faegre & Benson LLP

Business and Community Members



Minnesota’S Private CollegES

Providing a Tradition of Quality 
for a Changing World, 
One Student at a Time

Bremer Tower
445 Minnesota Street, Suite 500
St. Paul Minnesota 55101 

Phone:  651-228-9061
Toll-free:  800-774-2655
Fax:  651-228-0379

E-mail:  colleges@mnprivatecolleges.org
Web:  www.mnprivatecolleges.org

You can find more in-depth information and background by visiting our 
Web site, at www.mnprivatecolleges.org. While there, sign up for our 
monthly newsletter to receive updates and ongoing analysis of education 
trends.

The Minnesota Private College Council welcomes questions or comments. 
Please contact us at the numbers above. 


