
Minnesota Private College Research Foundation
November 2009

PUBLIC RELEASE



 MINNESOTA’S PRIVATE COLLEGES 
 C O U N C I L  •  F U N D  •  R E S E A R C H  F O U N D AT I O N  

 
 

 
 
This report documents the important contributions that the 17 member 
institutions of the Minnesota Private College Council (MPCC) make toward 
meeting the needs of Minnesota’s students and future workforce. It is 
prepared by the Minnesota Private College Research Foundation. 
 
Here are some key points to consider. 
 
Headcount enrollment at Minnesota's Private Colleges was relatively flat 
compared to last year. 

 Enrollment for member institutions increased 1% from Fall 2008 to 
Fall 2009 in terms of total headcount. 

 Undergraduate enrollment, which accounts for 72% of students, 
increased 0.3% while graduate enrollment increased by 2.8%. 

 
Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) enrollments has also remained flat. 

 Fall 2009 FTE enrollments have increased 0.5% since Fall 2008. 

 For Fall 2009, undergraduate programs make up 78% of total FTE 
enrollments at Minnesota’s Private Colleges. 

 Over the past five years (Fall 2004 to Fall 2009), total FTE enrollment 
at MPCC institutions increased 17.7% at the graduate level compared 
to 5.3% at the undergraduate level. 

 
New entering student enrollment was stable. 

 New entering student enrollment at member institutions demonstrated 
a slight decrease of 0.3% from Fall 2008 (11,834) to Fall 2009 
(11,797). 

 Enrollment of new freshmen, which accounts for 77% of new entering 
students, increased by 0.6% while transfer enrollment decreased by 
3.3%. 
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Headcount Enrollment by Institution and Level, Fall 2002 to Fall 2009

Institution 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Percent 
Change 
2008 to 

2009

Percent 
Change 
2002 to 

2009
Undergraduate 2,763 2,861 2,916 2,805 2,974 3,015 3,106 3,124 0.6% 13.1%

Graduate 231 311 459 674 811 807 842 892 5.9% 286.1%
Total 2,994 3,172 3,375 3,479 3,785 3,822 3,948 4,016 1.7% 34.1%

Undergraduate 491 518 568 566 596 617 615 646 5.0% 31.6%
Graduate 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 na na

Total 491 518 568 566 596 617 615 646 5.0% 31.6%
Undergraduate 2,773 2,911 3,051 3,200 3,316 3,334 3,394 3,421 0.8% 23.4%

Graduate 319 392 554 660 788 835 943 949 0.6% 197.5%
Total 3,092 3,303 3,605 3,860 4,104 4,169 4,337 4,370 0.8% 41.3%

Undergraduate 1,932 1,927 1,951 1,959 1,958 1,986 1,975 1,986 0.6% 2.8%
Graduate 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 na na

Total 1,932 1,927 1,951 1,959 1,958 1,986 1,975 1,986 0.6% 2.8%
Undergraduate 2,072 2,054 2,033 2,045 2,059 2,087 2,110 2,105 -0.2% 1.6%

Graduate 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 na na
Total 2,072 2,054 2,033 2,045 2,059 2,087 2,110 2,105 -0.2% 1.6%

Undergraduate 1,986 2,310 2,444 2,610 2,648 2,538 2,769 2,821 1.9% 42.0%
Graduate 532 535 571 615 656 721 824 925 12.3% 73.9%

Total 2,518 2,845 3,015 3,225 3,304 3,259 3,593 3,746 4.3% 48.8%
Undergraduate 2,775 2,856 2,812 2,759 2,718 2,805 2,810 2,788 -0.8% 0.5%

Graduate 0 0 2 5 6 10 13 23 76.9% na
Total 2,775 2,856 2,814 2,764 2,724 2,815 2,823 2,811 -0.4% 1.3%

Undergraduate 1,677 1,741 1,835 1,736 1,683 1,627 1,691 1,790 5.9% 6.7%
Graduate 244 310 382 333 363 633 953 1,026 7.7% 320.5%

Total 1,921 2,051 2,217 2,069 2,046 2,260 2,644 2,816 6.5% 46.6%
Undergraduate 2,536 2,574 2,577 2,601 2,578 2,630 2,593 2,480 -4.4% -2.2%

Graduate 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 na na
Total 2,536 2,574 2,577 2,601 2,578 2,630 2,593 2,480 -4.4% -2.2%

Undergraduate 1,918 1,980 1,934 2,057 2,012 2,100 2,053 1,921 -6.4% 0.2%
Graduate 2,450 2,489 2,610 2,512 2,562 2,691 2,821 3,250 15.2% 32.7%

Total 4,368 4,469 4,544 4,569 4,574 4,791 4,874 5,171 6.1% 18.4%
Undergraduate 1,840 1,884 1,900 1,869 1,918 1,920 1,900 1,996 5.1% 8.5%

Graduate 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 na na
Total 1,840 1,884 1,900 1,869 1,918 1,920 1,900 1,996 5.1% 8.5%

Undergraduate 617 614 662 675 722 758 709 677 -4.5% 9.7%
Graduate 53 59 56 47 55 54 63 56 -11.1% 5.7%

Total 670 673 718 722 777 812 772 733 -5.1% 9.4%
Undergraduate 1,897 1,940 1,895 1,874 1,919 2,080 1,938 1,916 -1.1% 1.0%

Graduate 146 127 120 121 125 128 125 105 -16.0% -28.1%
Total 2,043 2,067 2,015 1,995 2,044 2,208 2,063 2,021 -2.0% -1.1%

Undergraduate 1,654 1,704 1,643 1,680 1,818 2,042 2,067 2,113 2.2% 27.8%
Graduate 3,410 3,293 3,217 3,542 3,748 3,918 3,544 3,452 -2.6% 1.2%

Total 5,064 4,997 4,860 5,222 5,566 5,960 5,611 5,565 -0.8% 9.9%
Undergraduate 3,569 3,681 3,582 3,605 3,831 3,811 3,727 3,797 1.9% 6.4%

Graduate 1,135 1,126 1,227 1,302 1,415 1,427 1,474 1,480 0.4% 30.4%
Total 4,704 4,807 4,809 4,907 5,246 5,238 5,201 5,277 1.5% 12.2%

Undergraduate 3,041 2,994 3,046 3,058 3,041 3,040 3,073 3,099 0.8% 1.9%
Graduate 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 na na

Total 3,041 2,994 3,046 3,058 3,041 3,040 3,073 3,099 0.8% 1.9%
Undergraduate 5,429 5,241 5,302 5,584 5,807 6,076 6,164 6,146 -0.3% 13.2%

Graduate 5,892 5,801 5,172 5,057 4,905 4,908 4,799 4,705 -2.0% -20.1%
Total 11,321 11,042 10,474 10,641 10,712 10,984 10,963 10,851 -1.0% -4.2%

Undergraduate 38,970 39,790 40,151 40,683 41,598 42,466 42,694 42,826 0.3% 9.9%
Graduate 14,412 14,443 14,370 14,868 15,434 16,132 16,401 16,863 2.8% 17.0%

Total 53,382 54,233 54,521 55,551 57,032 58,598 59,095 59,689 1.0% 11.8%
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Aggregate Headcount Enrollment by Level  Fall 
1999 - Fall 2009
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Institution Level 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
Percent 
Change

2008 to 2009

Percent 
Change 

2004 to 2009

Undergraduate 2,641     2,517     2,731     2,830     2,840 2,873 1.2% 8.8%
Graduate 392        567        700        691        716 729 1.8% 86.0%

Total 3,033    3,084    3,431    3,520    3,556 3,602 1.3% 18.8%
Undergraduate 559        560        577        617        615 635 3.3% 13.6%

Graduate -            -            -            -            -            -            na na
Total 559       560       577       617       615 635 3.3% 13.6%

Undergraduate 3,173     3,320     3,414     3,335     3,182 3,186 0.1% 0.4%
Graduate 377        606        683        696        749 763 1.9% 102.5%

Total 3,550    3,926    4,097    4,031    3,931 3,950 0.5% 11.3%
Undergraduate 1,942     1,948     1,971     1,994     1,989 2,000 0.6% 3.0%

Graduate -            -            -            -            -            -            na na
Total 1,942    1,948    1,971    1,994    1,989 2,000 0.6% 3.0%

Undergraduate 1,998     2,013     2,041     2,067     2,090 2,078 -0.6% 4.0%
Graduate -            -            -            -            -            -            na na

Total 1,998    2,013    2,041    2,067    2,090 2,078 -0.6% 4.0%
Undergraduate 2,310     2,462     2,474     2,406     2,647 2,705 2.2% 17.1%

Graduate 451        487        511        566        657 763 16.2% 69.3%
Total 2,761    2,949    2,985    2,972    3,304 3,468 5.0% 25.6%

Undergraduate 2,728     2,698     2,661     2,738     2,777 2,765 -0.4% 1.4%
Graduate 2            5            6            10          13 12 -7.7% na

Total 2,730    2,703    2,667    2,748    2,790 2,777 -0.5% 1.7%
Undergraduate 1,677     1,560     1,504     1,450     1,480 1,545 4.4% -7.9%

Graduate 359        306        317        620        940 1,013 7.8% 182.1%
Total 2,036    1,866    1,821    2,069    2,420 2,558 5.7% 25.6%

Undergraduate 2,557     2,580     2,597     2,575     2,548 2,455 -3.6% -4.0%
Graduate -            -            -            -            -            -            na na

Total 2,557    2,580    2,597    2,575    2,548 2,455 -3.6% -4.0%
Undergraduate 1,897     1,994     1,937     2,021     1,986 1,846 -7.1% -2.7%

Graduate 1,713     1,769     1,725     1,603     1,801 2,037 13.1% 18.9%
Total 3,610    3,763    3,662    3,623    3,787 3,883 2.5% 7.6%

Undergraduate 1,865     1,841     1,895     1,889     1,872 1,968 5.1% 5.5%
Graduate -            -            -            -            -            -            na na

Total 1,865    1,841    1,895    1,889    1,872 1,968 5.1% 5.5%
Undergraduate 662        675        722        758        709 677 -4.5% 2.3%

Graduate 56          47          55          54          63 56 -11.1% 0.0%
Total 718       722       777       812       772 733 -5.1% 2.1%

Undergraduate 1,878     1,856     1,893     1,929     1,910 1,885 -1.3% 0.4%
Graduate 74          70          83          84          80 71 -11.3% -4.1%

Total 1,952    1,926    1,976    2,013    1,990 1,956 -1.7% 0.2%
Undergraduate 1,496     1,441     1,514     1,667     1,700 1,674 -1.5% 11.9%

Graduate 2,065     1,770     1,800     1,879     1,714 1,551 -9.5% -24.9%
Total 3,561    3,212    3,314    3,547    3,413 3,226 -5.5% -9.4%

Undergraduate 3,102     3,095     3,286     3,286     3,208 3,266 1.8% 5.3%
Graduate 1,020     1,097     1,187     1,180     1,228 1,232 0.3% 20.8%

Total 4,122    4,192    4,473    4,466    4,436 4,498 1.4% 9.1%
Undergraduate 2,994     3,023     3,000     3,002     3,033 3,048 0.5% 1.8%

Graduate -            -            -            -            -            -            na na
Total 2,994    3,023    3,000    3,002    3,033 3,048 0.5% 1.8%

Undergraduate 5,036     5,354     5,592     5,884     5,978 5,962 -0.3% 18.4%
Graduate 3,033     3,001     2,922     2,960     2,993 3,001 0.3% -1.1%

Total 8,069    8,355    8,514    8,844    8,971 8,963 -0.1% 11.1%
Undergraduate 38,515   38,936   39,809   40,447   40,564   40,568   0.0% 5.3%

Graduate 9,542     9,725     9,989     10,342   10,953   11,229   2.5% 17.7%
Grand Total 48,057  48,661  49,798  50,790  51,517  51,797  0.5% 7.8%

Undergraduate and Graduate FTE Enrollment, Fall 2004 to Fall 2009
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Aggregate FTE Enrollments by Level 
Fall 1999-Fall 2009
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Freshmen and Transfer Enrollments by Race/Ethnicity, Fall 2009

Institution Type
White, Non-

Hispanic
Black, Non-

Hispanic
American 

Indian
Asian Hispanic Unknown

Non-
Resident 

Alien
Total

New Freshmen 262 58 13 61 28 31 12 465
Transfer 215 31 10 12 10 25 1 304

Total 477 89 23 73 38 56 13 769
New Freshmen 124 8 1 2 2 48 1 186

Transfer 13 0 0 1 0 16 3 33
Total 137 8 1 3 2 64 4 219

New Freshmen 647 10 5 17 8 82 0 769
Transfer 175 19 0 8 4 79 3 288

Total 822 29 5 25 12 161 3 1,057
New Freshmen 348 21 1 57 38 17 46 528

Transfer 7 1 0 0 0 1 1 10
Total 355 22 1 57 38 18 47 538

New Freshmen 465 6 5 27 12 1 35 551
Transfer 21 2 0 1 0 0 9 33

Total 486 8 5 28 12 1 44 584
New Freshmen 470 8 8 5 8 34 17 550

Transfer 241 5 10 4 5 30 14 309
Total 711 13 18 9 13 64 31 859

New Freshmen 656 3 0 8 11 39 8 725
Transfer 38 1 0 0 1 25 2 67

Total 694 4 0 8 12 64 10 792
New Freshmen 109 34 3 28 5 4 1 184

Transfer 102 30 0 14 5 111 1 263
Total 211 64 3 42 10 115 2 447

New Freshmen 519 26 6 38 18 7 5 619
Transfer 13 0 0 1 2 0 0 16

Total 532 26 6 39 20 7 5 635
New Freshmen 273 34 6 20 19 40 8 400

Transfer 73 7 0 4 5 21 0 110
Total 346 41 6 24 24 61 8 510

New Freshmen 392 24 4 46 26 0 73 565
Transfer 16 0 0 4 0 0 0 20

Total 408 24 4 50 26 0 73 585
New Freshmen 81 1 1 6 6 13 0 108

Transfer 45 0 1 5 3 10 0 64
Total 126 1 2 11 9 23 0 172

New Freshmen 374 12 2 16 18 1 38 461
Transfer 28 0 0 1 0 0 3 32

Total 402 12 2 17 18 1 41 493
New Freshmen 249 11 0 8 13 40 9 330

Transfer 63 8 0 3 3 92 7 176
Total 312 19 0 11 16 132 16 506

New Freshmen 287 66 6 102 25 14 6 506
Transfer 475 104 6 49 24 23 4 685

Total 762 170 12 151 49 37 10 1,191
New Freshmen 629 21 2 35 20 42 29 778

Transfer 22 0 0 2 0 0 1 25

Total 651 21 2 37 20 42 30 803
New Freshmen 1,108 32 1 62 55 80 14 1,352

Transfer 216 13 0 17 17 19 3 285
Total 1,324 45 1 79 72 99 17 1,637

New Freshmen 6,993 375 64 538 312 493 302 9,077
Transfer 1,763 221 27 126 79 452 52 2,720

Total 8,756 596 91 664 391 945 354 11,797
New Freshmen 84.4% 4.5% 0.8% 6.5% 3.8% -- -- 100.0%

Transfer 79.6% 10.0% 1.2% 5.7% 3.6% -- -- 100.0%
Total 83.4% 5.7% 0.9% 6.3% 3.7% -- -- 100.0%
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Aggregate New Entering Student Enrollment 
Fall 1999-Fall 2009
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