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An opportunity of a lifetime  
for Minnesota Private College students  

to serve Minnesota communities  
through community leadership. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS:  FEBRUARY 14, 2020 

“The Phillips Scholars Program changed my life. Perhaps 
the most important thing I learned  

from being a part of the program is that I  
can impact the world. I learned that I can  

make a difference.”  -  Previous Phillips Scholar 
 



 
 

The Jay and Rose Phillips Family Foundation of Minnesota 

 
The Jay and Rose Phillips Family Foundation of Minnesota has funded 
the Phillips Scholars Program for over 25 years.  The generosity and 
commitment to the community began with Jay Phillips.  Jay Phillips 
was a peddler’s son who came to the United States when he was 2½ 
years old. As a child he made 50 cents to one dollar a day selling one 
cent newspapers. He would use part of his earnings to buy bread for 
the poor he saw on the streets. Jay Phillips went on to become a 
prominent Minnesota businessman and community leader. Jay and 
his wife Rose began a tradition of philanthropy that his family and 
The Jay and Rose Phillips Family Foundation of Minnesota continues 
today.  
 
 

“I don’t like the word give. I say share.”  
-Jay Phillips, Founder of The Jay and Rose Phillips Family Foundation 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

445 Minnesota Street, Suite 500 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
Email: cjones@mnprivatecolleges.org 
Web:  www.mnprivatecolleges.org 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Questions can be directed to cjones@mnprivatecolleges.org or (651) 293-6823 / (888) PRI-FUND. 

About the Phillips Scholars Program 

The Phillips Scholars Program recognizes and rewards Minnesota 
private college students who strive to make life better for those 
with unmet needs. Students from 15 eligible private colleges and 
universities (listed on the right) are invited to apply to this unique 
program by submitting a proposed service project to benefit 
Minnesota communities. Each campus will select up to two 
finalists to compete for one of five – $16,500 Phillips Scholars 
awards: 
 
▪ $6,000 junior-year scholarship 
▪ $6,000 senior-year scholarship 
▪ $4,000 summer stipend 
▪ $500 project resource funding 
 
The Phillips Scholars Program provides scholars the opportunity 
to do much more than volunteer. Scholars are challenged to 
identify community needs that fit within a theme and explore 
ways to create social change by designing and implementing a 
service project. 

 
I. THEME: Students applying for the Phillips Scholars 

Program will focus their projects under a theme chosen 
by the The Jay and Rose Phillips Family Foundation of 
Minnesota. Within each theme, there will always be a 
race & equity emphasis or focus. For 2020-2022, the 
theme students will be working within is: “Addressing the Achievement/Opportunity Gap in 
Minnesota”. Students will still have the opportunity to use their creativity to design a 
service/community leadership project that fits within the parameters of this theme. 

 

II. COHORT: The Phillips Scholars Program will build on the cohort experience by bringing Phillips 
Scholars together to share ideas and resources as they develop their service projects. In addition, 
students will learn from community organizations focusing their work on Minnesota’s 
achievement/opportunity gap.  
 

III. Students must be a sophomore when applying: The 2020-2022 Phillips Scholars competitive 
application process is open to students enrolled at eligible Minnesota Private Colleges and 
Universities who are sophomores in the 2019-2020 academic year. The Phillips Scholars program 
requires a minimum of two academic years of participation.  
 
However, If you are currently a junior and your major requires at least two additional years of 
study, you may still apply but you must clearly explain that you will be in school for two 
additional years. Failure to explain may result in disqualification from the competition.  

 
IV. STUDYING ABROAD: Because Phillips Scholars are expected to participate throughout their junior 

and senior years, we expect students to make an intentional commitment to their scholarship 
during both years. The bulk of planning takes place during students’ junior year.  
 

Eligible Colleges & Universities 
 

Augsburg University 

Carleton College 

College of Saint Benedict 

The College of St. Scholastica 

Concordia College 

Concordia University 

Gustavus Adolphus College 

Hamline University 

Macalester College 

Minneapolis College of Art and Design 

Saint John’s University 

Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota 

St. Catherine University 

St. Olaf College 

University of St. Thomas 
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We understand that studying abroad is an important part of a student’s educational experience. 
If a student is scheduled to study abroad, they must contact the Fund (651-293-6801 or 
cjones@mnprivatecolleges.org) BEFORE submitting an application.  The only time a student 
who is accepted into the program CANNOT study abroad is the spring of their junior year. If a 
student is planning to study abroad the fall of their junior year, special accommodations will be 
made during the summer prior to the student’s departure to onboard them with the scholarship 
program. 

 

Criteria for Phillips Scholars Program:  

 Enrolled at an eligible Minnesota private college (see eligibility list on page 1) 
 Sophomore in the 2019-2020 academic year 
 Excellent academic record (GPA of 2.75 or higher) 
 Demonstrated financial need 
 Aspires to address a significant need within a particular community 
 History of participating in campus activities 
 Interest in community leadership and civic engagement 
 Committed to designing and implementing a Minnesota-focused service project in the summer 

of 2021. 
 
Learn more about Scholars’ current and past projects, visit 
http://www.mnprivatecolleges.org/giving/our-scholarships/phillips-scholars-program. 
 

Phillips Scholars Program Contacts 

Campus Liaisons will submit all written 
materials/forms (please use paper clips instead 
of staples) to: Direct questions to: 

Minnesota Private College Fund 
445 Minnesota Street, Suite 500 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
Fax: 651-228-0379 

Carolyn Jones 
Director of Development 
Minnesota Private College Fund 
Tel: 651-293-6801 
Email: cjones@mnprivatecolleges.org 

 

Application Procedure 

Each campus has a campus-specific deadline for their applicants. Please see your campus liaison for 
specific deadlines and details. The final deadline for campuses to submit their chosen applicants for the 

Phillips Scholars Program is at 5:00 pm on Friday, February 14, 2020. 
 
A community selection committee will then review all finalists’ applications and select five scholarship 
recipients and two alternates in March 2020.  

  

mailto:cjones@mnprivatecolleges.org
http://www.mnprivatecolleges.org/giving/our-scholarships/phillips-scholars-program
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Campus Liaisons 

Augsburg University Elaine Eschenbacher 

Carleton College Julie Bubser 

College of Saint Benedict Jennifer Gerads 

The College of St. Scholastica Julie Speikers 

Concordia College Jon Leiseth 

Concordia University Cheryl Chatman 

Gustavus Adolphus College Thomas Flunker 

Hamline University Cheryl Dooley  

Macalester College Paul Schadewald 

Minneapolis College of Art & Design Laura Link 

Saint John’s University Robert Piechota  

Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota Megan Sadowski 

St. Catherine University Jewelly Lee 

St. Olaf College Kristi Kehrwald 

University of St. Thomas Cynthia Sarver 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Application materials available at: 
https://www.mnprivatecolleges.org/giving/our-scholarships/phillips-scholars-program/application-

information 
 

 

https://www.mnprivatecolleges.org/giving/our-scholarships/phillips-scholars-program/application-information
https://www.mnprivatecolleges.org/giving/our-scholarships/phillips-scholars-program/application-information
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Application and Award Process 

The Phillips Scholars Program is open to students with demonstrated financial need who attend one of 
15 eligible private colleges. Campus finalists will compete for five $16,500 awards. The scholarships are 
distributed as follows: 
 

2020-2021 Academic year  
(junior year) 
 

$6,000 scholarship 

Summer 2021 (summer 
between junior and senior year) 
 

$4,000 stipend for support while executing summer community 
service project 

Project resource funding $500 

2021-2022 academic year  
(senior year) 
 

$6,000 scholarship contingent on successful completion of junior 
year requirements and summer community service project 

 
Scholarship dollars are applied toward Phillips Scholars’ financial aid packages in order to reduce the 
amount they must borrow each year. The awards ARE NOT to replace aid or grants a student may have 
already received. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact your financial aid counselor. 
 
 
 
 

Application and Award Deadlines 

Student applications to appropriate campus office SET BY EACH CAMPUS 

Finalist materials to Minnesota Private College Fund  Friday, February 14, 2020 

Selection Committee meeting Early March 2020 

MPCF president’s approval of finalists Early March 2020 

Phillips Scholars Spring Luncheon  TBD - Spring 2020 
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Phillips Scholars Program Application Checklist 

FOR ATTACHMENTS, PLEASE USE PAPER CLIPS INSTEAD OF STAPLES TO SPEED UP PROCESSING OF APPLICATION 

MATERIALS. 

 
1. Phillips Scholars Program Application Form (Attachment A) 

 
2. A chronological resume detailing your past service and leadership experience. Please include dates, 

organization name and a description of your role and/or contribution. (2 pages or less) 
 
3. 2020-2022 Phillips Scholars Program project proposal  

▪ The summer project will be completed between students’ junior and senior years (summer 
2021). It must be ambitious enough to involve a minimum of 8 weeks of full-time service (40 
hours/week, 320 hours over the summer). (The Phillips Scholars Program scholarship includes a 
generous $4,000 summer stipend to support recipients during their summer service projects.) 

▪ Phillips Scholars are expected to dedicate additional time throughout the school year preparing 
for their summer projects. This does not count towards their summer hours.  

▪ Projects must fall within the established theme: Addressing the Achievement/Opportunity Gap 
in Minnesota. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Official transcript 

5. A copy of your Financial Aid Award Letter. Your Financial Aid Office can provide you with a copy. 
 

6. Three Letters of Recommendation (Attachment B) and  
 

7. Three Surveys accompanying the Letters of Recommendation (Attachment C).  
 
 
Visit www.mnprivatecolleges.org/giving/our-scholarships/phillips-scholars-program/application-
information  for information and downloads on the application, campus resources, past scholar project 
summaries and tips for applicants. 
  

Your proposal should include discussion of the following:  
(7 pages or less; 12 point font, double-spaced format) 

 What unmet need in Minnesota do you plan to address? Why? (Note: Projects MUST serve 
Minnesota communities.) 

 How did you identify the need? 
 What Minnesota communities do you intend to serve? How? 
 Which specific organization(s) do you plan to work with? How did you go about choosing this 

specific organization? 
 What preliminary contact(s) have you made? 
 How does your previous participation and leadership in campus activities and community 

service demonstrate that you are qualified to design and implement your proposed project? 
 A preliminary project timeline or plan detailing a minimum of 6 weeks. (You will have an 

opportunity to alter your timeline or project plan once you are chosen.) 

http://www.mnprivatecolleges.org/giving/our-scholarships/phillips-scholars-program/application-information
http://www.mnprivatecolleges.org/giving/our-scholarships/phillips-scholars-program/application-information
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Attachment A: Application Form 

Full name Year in school (You should be a sophomore) 

  

Your major(s) / minors(s) 

 

 
Permanent/Home contact information Campus contact information 
Street address Street address 

  

City City 

  

State Zip State Zip 

    

Home phone Campus phone Cell phone 

   

Alternative email School email 

  

 
 

Project title: 

 

Project Description: (2-3 sentences) 
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Attachment B:  References for Applicant 

Scholarship Applicant Name  

 

PLEASE LIST THREE (3) REFERENCES WHO ARE AWARE OF YOUR COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT. 

References will write a letter of recommendation and include a completed copy of the attached survey 
with their letter. You are encouraged to use, where possible, references who will be directly involved in 
your project such as an advisor or supervisor. (Other options: faculty, employers, leaders of volunteer 
organizations or others who are knowledgeable about your participation in community service) 
 

Reference 1 
Name Job title/Organization 

  

Street address Email 

  

City State Zip Telephone Number Fax 

     

Describe how you know this reference and for how long: 

 

Reference 2 
Name Job title/Organization 

  

Street address Email 

  

City State Zip Telephone  Number Fax 

     

Describe how you know this reference and for how long: 

 

Reference 3 
Name Job title/Organization 

  

Street address Email 

  

City State Zip Telephone Number Fax 

     

Describe how you know this reference and for how long: 
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Attachment C: Reference Survey 

 

TO BE COMPLETED WITH EACH LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION 

Thank you for writing a letter of recommendation on behalf of the Phillips Scholar applicant. Next, we 
ask that you complete the survey below. Completing this survey allows the selection committee to 
gauge how capable the student is of upholding the key responsibilities of this prestigious award. If 
needed, please review and discuss with the applicant important aspects of the program requirements so 
that they are familiar with our expectations (listed inside the grey heading boxes).  
 
Please fill out, to the best of your knowledge, the student’s ability to complete the requirements below:  
 

Scholarship applicant’s name Reference’s name 

  

 

Please describe how you know the applicant  Very well  
 Somewhat well 
 Not at all 

How long have you known the applicant? 

Attendance and Dependability 
Regular attendance at Phillips-related events and on-time arrival throughout the summer is expected 

Applicant keeps appointments and arrives on time. 
 Agree  Disagree  Uncertain 

Applicant would make necessary arrangements in advance if unable to honor a deadline. 
 Agree  Disagree  Uncertain 

Applicant has regular access to reliable transportation (public or personal) throughout the entire summer. 
 Agree  Disagree  Uncertain 

Program Planning and Implementation 
The ability to effectively organize, plan and execute a project is key to this scholarship 

Applicant has a clear idea of who will advise and supervise proposed project. 
 Agree  Disagree  Uncertain 

Applicant has identified the site where proposed project will occur. 
 Agree  Disagree  Uncertain 

Applicant has an outline for the proposed project including strategies for achieving intended outcomes. 
 Agree  Disagree  Uncertain 
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REFERENCE SURVEY, PAGE 2 

 
Scholarship applicant’s name Reference’s Name 

  

 

Program participation 
Active participation is essential to program success 

Applicant asks questions or seeks help when appropriate. 
 Agree  Disagree  Uncertain 

Applicant is able to work well in team or group settings. 
 Agree  Disagree  Uncertain 

Applicant is able to work independently or with minimal supervision. 
 Agree  Disagree  Uncertain 

Applicant is capable of taking on the summer project component. 
 Agree  Disagree  Uncertain 

Applicant is flexible and able to make adjustments. 
 Agree  Disagree  Uncertain 

Campus Relationships 

Applicant has campus support through (check all that apply): 
 
 Student is working with an academic advisor. 
 Student is receiving coursework credit for their Phillips Scholars Program service project. 
 Student is receiving internship credit for their Phillips Scholars Program service project. 

Applicant positively represents the college or university. 
 Agree  Disagree  Uncertain 

*If you will be serving as either advisor or supervisor to the applicant, please also answer one of the following: 

 Applicant is ready to proceed with project plan as proposed 
 Applicant can proceed with projects plans, but needs the following modifications (please describe below): 
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Attachment D: Developing a Project Idea 

START WHERE YOU HAVE ALREADY BEEN 

Give your project a firm foundation by exploring your interests, strengths, skills and expertise. Think 
about your interests and past volunteer experience. Consider asking yourself some of these questions to 
give you direction: 
 

• What organization or community-based event have I already volunteered with that could use 
improvements? 

• What kind of volunteer or community-oriented work do I enjoy? 

• What organizations have impacted me personally?  

• What communities, populations, or groups are important for me to serve? 

• What experiences influenced my commitment to community service? 

• What is my dream job? 

• What are my hobbies and interests? 

• What are my favorite areas of study that I could build a service project around? 

• What are my strengths? How can I use these strengths to create a summer service project? 

• Have I come across specific needs in the community during my experiences doing volunteer 
work?  

• Have I ever thought, “If only this organization could . . .” 
 
ENHANCE AND IMPROVE 

The Phillips Scholars Program challenges college students to think of new ways to improve the lives of 
people in Minnesota. A proposed project can be “new” even if it enhances or improves an existing 
program. For example, if a nonprofit has a program for single parents, a student could propose adding a 
new mentoring component to the existing program. Whether you come up with a completely new idea 
or you propose to enhance an existing program, your proposal should show that you are doing much 
more than just volunteering.  
 
TALK TO PEOPLE AND ASK FOR HELP 

Bounce your idea off as many people as possible. The best proposals are those that are well thought out 
and thorough. Ask a professor to help you develop your project idea. Have the writing center or your 
peers proofread your proposal and make suggestions. See if a current or former Phillips Scholar would 
be willing to give you a few pointers. You can find past projects, current and former Phillips Scholars on 
the website at www.mnprivatecolleges.org/giving/our-scholarships/phillips-scholars-program. Lastly, 
begin networking with people in the nonprofit community. You will be pleasantly surprised at the 
number of people who are happy to help! 
 
  

http://www.mnprivatecolleges.org/giving/our-scholarships/phillips-scholars-program
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Drafting a Project Proposal 

ANSWER THE QUESTIONS  

Sometimes applicants forget to cover all of the bases. Make sure that your proposal addresses each 
topic on the application form. If for some reason you do not fit the criteria, explain why the committee 
should still consider your proposal. Failing to explain something may remove you from consideration. 
 
BE YOURSELF 

There is no right or wrong way to write a Phillips Scholars Program proposal. Each application is unique. 
Concentrate on communicating your skills, interests, abilities and personality. Show the Selection 
Committee that you are an ideal Phillips Scholar. 
 
BE SUCCINCT 

The Selection Committee reads a significant number of proposals, many of which are longer than they 
need to be. Reread your proposal several times. Make sure that you are saying everything you need to 
say in the fewest words possible. Avoid generalizations and unnecessary repetitions. Each year, one or 
two proposals stand out because they are easy and fun to read. 
 
BE CONSISTENT 

The Selection Committee notices a lot, including the style and format of students’ proposals. If you 
submit something that is sloppy and inconsistent, your proposal may lose points. 
 
START EARLY 

Give yourself plenty of time to draft, review and revise your proposal. The proposal should demonstrate 
that you take initiative, plan appropriately, and get your work done in a timely manner, which are all 
characteristics of a successful Phillips Scholar. 
 
CONTACT ORGANIZATIONS THAT ALREADY SERVE YOUR COMMUNITY OF INTEREST 

You have an idea. The next step is to make sure that the project is needed. Don’t be shy. Contact 
nonprofit organizations or community leaders to discuss your idea. Explain the Phillips Scholars Program 
and your proposal. Ask for suggestions. Request a letter of recommendation. Network and get referrals. 
You will impress the Selection Committee by showing initiative and demonstrating that your project is 
needed and wanted in the community.  
 
BE CREATIVE 

Look to past scholars’ projects as guides for developing your idea. Remember, however, that the 
Selection Committee has the same information. If your project is very similar to one done in the past or 
if it targets a community that was already served by a Phillips Scholar, it may not fare as well as a 
unique, untried idea.  
 
BE REALISTIC 

You cannot solve the world’s problems in a summer. You can make a difference by setting realistic goals, 
targeting accessible communities, tailoring the scope of your endeavor and demonstrating that you have 
made a measurable difference in people’s lives. Think about: 
  
Will I be able to work with my target community during the summer? 
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How many individuals will be served by my project? 
Is my project substantial enough to require full-time work throughout the summer? 
How will I recruit participants and/or volunteers? 
Will there be any concerns about transportation, costs or safety? 
How much time will be needed for planning, daily activities and administrative tasks? 
 
DEVELOP A PROJECT PLAN, NOT JUST AN IDEA 

Proposals that move beyond the idea stage and into the planning stage always impress the Selection 
Committee. When it comes to choosing between different proposals, a concrete, step-by-step plan will 
fare better than the kernel of an idea. Details about planning show the extent to which you have 
thought about your proposed project. Even if your project ultimately changes, the way you write your 
proposal helps to show the Selection Committee that you have the skills and knowledge you will need to 
be a Phillips Scholar. 
 
Other Considerations 

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION AND REFERENCE SURVEYS: 

The letters of recommendation can be from anyone — professors, employers, mentors, friends, contacts 
in the community you intend to serve, etc. They are an opportunity for someone to explain that you 
have what it takes to be a Phillips Scholar. The people you identify to write your letters can 
communicate a lot to the Selection Committee. Think about: 
 
Is there a former Phillips Scholar at your campus who would be willing to write a letter of 
recommendation for you? 
 
Is there an individual who is respected in the community where you intend to do your project? 
 
Are there professors or administrators at your college who are well-known and/or who have experience 
with your target community? 
 
Finally, reach out to your network early to give people some time to write your letter of 
recommendation. 
 
PROOFREAD 

The little things can mean a lot. Grammatical and spelling errors will disqualify even the most exciting 
proposal. Demonstrate that you take the project and your academic career seriously by having at least 
TWO people proofread your proposal before it is submitted. 
 
 
Good Luck! 


