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Who are we?

Our research is part of a long-term collaboration with the 
Welcoming the Dear Neighbor? Project from St. Catherine University 
and the Mapping Prejudice Project from the University of 
Minnesota. 

These projects both seek to understand the impact of racial 
covenants, engage communities in the realities of housing 
discrimination and inform policy creation and evaluation.



 

What are racial covenants?
Racial covenants are clauses in deeds stating that houses can 
not be sold to people of color and were prevalent from the 
1910s to the late 1940s.

What is Upward Mobility?
Upward mobility is a metric that is used to think about 
intergenerational outcomes. We use an upward mobility 
measure from Raj Chetty’s Opportunity Atlas that looks at how 
neighborhoods affect children’s later life outcomes. 



Initial Findings
We analyzed the impact of racial covenants on the racial 
makeup of neighborhoods in Ramsey County from 1910 to 
1940, preceding the 1948 Supreme Court ruling that held 
those covenants as unenforceable. We find evidence that 
racial covenants pushed Black residents into fewer and 
more homogenous neighborhoods in Ramsey County.









Our Regressions

Covenants 
(Black U.M.)

There is a positive 
coefficient when looking 
solely at covenants, but a 
negative coefficient when 
neighborhood statistics is 
added in, however neither 
are significant.

Our linear regressions compare the share of racial covenants to upward 
mobility for children born between 1978-1983 for Hennepin County.

There is a significant 
positive coefficient when 
looking solely at the 
covenants and when 
adding in neighborhood 
statistics

Covenants 
(White U.M.)



 

Future Research

● We will recreate our regressions in Ramsey County once the data 
becomes available

● Continue disseminating information on the Welcoming the Dear 
Neighbor? website

● Contribute to ongoing conversations ranging from housing equity to 
reparations

● Work with community organizations to illustrate housing discrimination 
in their neighborhoods



Thank you!


